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Yanadis, work for the Forest Department, and collect
minor forest produce, such as deer horns, elephant tusks,
rattans, cardamoms, myrabolams, soap-nuts, nux-vomica
etc.
In their religion, the primitive tribes are animists,
" seeking to influence the shifting and shadowy company
of unknown powers or influences for evil rather than for
good, which reside in the primeval forest, in the hills, in
the rushing river, in the spreading tree; which give its
spring to the tiger, its venom to the snake, which generate
jungle fever, and walk abroad in the terrible guise of
cholera, smallpox, or murrain." Some jungle folk, how-
ever, now worship Hindu deities, visit the plains at times
of Hindu festivals, make offerings at Hindu shrines, daub
their forehead and bodies with sandal paste, and give their
children Hindu names.
As in other countries, civilisation is fast bringing about
a radical change in so-called manners and customs. The
Paniyans of the Wynaad, and Irulas of the Nllgiris, now
work regularly for wages on European planters' estates.
The primitive method of making fire by friction with two
pieces of wood or bamboo is fast disappearing before the
use of lucifer-matches. The practice of human or meriah
sacrifice by the hill Kondhs, to propitiate the earth goddess,
has been abolished within the memory of men still living,
and the sacrifice of a buffalo or sheep substituted for it
The Kondhs of Bara Moota promised to relinquish the
meriah rite on condition that they should be at liberty to
sacrifice buffaloes, monkeys, goats, etc., to their deities,
and that they should be at liberty to denounce to their
gods the Government as being the cause of their having
abandoned the great rite. Twenty-five descendants of
persons who were reserved for sacrifice, but were rescued
by Government officers, returned themselves as Meriah at
the census, 1901. The practice of female infanticide was

